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EXERCISE 6 - OBJECTIVITY

The purpose of the exercise is to provide practise in assessing evidence in an objective manner.

On the following page is a short story, together with a number of statements.  The delegate has to decide whether the statement is True, False, or if there is insufficient evidence to decide.  The correct answers are provided below.

Delegates should complete the exercise individually.  Then the tutor should review each of the questions, asking for suggested answers and then discussing whether the answer is correct or not.  At first glance all of the questions appear to have an obvious answer.  On closer inspection of the evidence it will be seen that in many cases the evidence to support a definitive answer does not exist.

Note:-
This exercise is not included in the sample timetables, but can be run after the section of the course dealing with objective evidence.

ANSWERS

1.
?
There is insufficient evidence to determine whether the operator changed the tool or someone else changed the tool.

2.
?
There is no evidence as to the sex of the Inspector.

3.
?
There is insufficient evidence to determine who changed the tool.

4.
?
The question presumes that the operator who produced the components was a man.

5.     TRUE
If the components were rejected, then someone must have inspected them.

6.
?
This statement is true if the Inspector is a man.  As we are given no information on the sex of the Inspector, we are unable to determine whether the statement is true or not.

7.
?
The story does not identify who rejected the components.  It may have been by the Inspector, it may have been by the operator or it may have been by someone else. 

8.
?
This is true if the employee mentioned in the first sentence is also the operator, otherwise it is false.  

9.     TRUE
This summary of events is true.


An Inspector Calls

An employee had just replaced the tool on the lathe when an Inspector appeared and asked to see the day's production.  The operator who produced the components showed the Inspector where all the components produced that day were.  All the components produced that day were rejected and the Inspector left.  The Q.A. Manager was notified promptly

Decide if the following statements are true, false or if there is insufficient information given.

	1.
An Inspector appeared after the operator had replaced the tool on his lathe.

2.
The Inspector was a man.

3.
The operator did not replace the tool.

4.
The man who showed the Inspector the days production was the operator who produced them.

5.
Someone inspected the components.

6.
After the man who asked to see the components had rejected them, he left.

7.
The operator producing the components rejected them.

8.
The story concerns a series of events in which only three persons are referred to:-  the operator of the lathe, an Inspector, and the Q.A. Manager.

9.
The following events in the story are true:-

Someone asked to see the day's production.

The day's production was produced.

All of the day's production was rejected.

The Inspector left.


	
	T   F   ?

T   F   ?

T   F   ?

T   F   ?

T   F   ?

T   F   ?

T   F   ?

T   F   ?

T   F   ?








[image: image1.png]